
An introduction to the 
statutes of 

An International Catholic Lay Movement Approved by the Holy See



The journey of 
Pontifical Recognition 





• Presenting Jesus Youth in KCBC on 7th 
December 2005

• Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios referred us to 
CBCI

• Archbishop Abraham Viruthakulangara of 
Nagpur gave the first approval for Jesus 
Youth on 8th April 2007

• Archbishop Daniel Acharuparambil approved 
Jesus Youth on 20th August 2007



CBCI approval on 26th 
September 2008

Archbishop Abraham Viruthakulangara 
becomes the ecclesiastical advisor



The process of Pontifical Recognition begins in 
Vatican on 24th August 2009 with the 

recommendation of 21 Bishops from different parts 
of the World. 







Pontifical Recognition from the Holy See through the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity as an International 

private association of the faithful with juridical 
personality on 15th May 2016











WHAT 
DOES IT 
MEAN???





What is in it???



I.Nature 
II.Purpose
III.Means to achieve the purpose
IV.Spirituality
V.Membership
VI.Clergy and Religious members of the 
association

Content



VII.Withdrawal and dismissal of membership
VIII.Organizational Structure of the association
IX.Governance of the Association
X.Administration of property
XI.Audit at National and International levels
XII.Dissolution of the Association
XIII.Amendment of Statutes

Content



I. Nature 



Jesus Youth is an international private association of the 
faithful of all states of life with juridical personality, governed 
by the present statutes in conformity with canons 298-311and 321-
326 of the Code of Canon Law.

The association is governed by its own leaders in accordance with the 
norms set out in the present statutes, respecting the general law of 
the Church.

The government, life and apostolate of the association are subject to 
the supervision of the Holy See through the PCL

Its activities at the diocesan level are subject to the vigilance of the 
local ordinary

I. Nature 

JYS: I. 1-4 



II. Purpose of the 
Movement



The Jesus Youth strives to lead people, especially the 
youth to a renewed life in Christ, assists them in their 

growth in holiness and prepares them for the apostolate in 
communion with the mission of the church. 

JYS: II. 5 



The association helps people to 
have a personal relationships 
with Christ and experience 
the love of the Father and the 
fellowship and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in their lives

JYS: II. 6 

II. Purpose of the Movement



The association strives to 
cultivate in its members a 
life of missionary 
discipleship, urging them 
to become joyful 
witnesses of the 
Gospel in the 
contemporary world

II. Purpose of the 
Movement

JYS: II. 7 



III. Means to achieve the 
purpose 



Jesus Youth carries out the work of evangelisation by 
fostering individual apostolates, facilitating 
group apostolates and engaging in formal 
missions and projects. A Jesus Youth Apostolate 
begins as the initiative of an individual or a small group. 
It serves as a platform for individuals to grow together 
and share Christ using their talents and gifts in a 
specific context. 

III. Means to achieve the purpose 

JYS: III. 8



Progress in holiness is ensured through
a)The observance of the spiritual discipline of the 

association called the Six Pillars
b)Participation in fellowship groups like prayer meetings, 

households and cell groups
c)Encounter programmes such as contact programmes, 

retreats, conferences and service oriented outreaches
d)Formation programmes and accompaniment given by 

mentors
e)Evangelising personal encounters and the guidance of 

priests, religious and mature laity

JYS: III. 9 a-e 

III. Means to achieve the purpose 



Formation

III. Means to achieve the purpose 

JYS: III. 10 a-e 



IV. Spirituality 



The association promotes and practices a 
spirituality beginning with a personal and 
experiential encounter with Jesus Christ 
through 'Baptism in the Holy Spirit' which is 
a personal renewal of Baptism, and the use 
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit in prayer and 
apostolate

JYS: IV. 11

IV. Spirituality 



The members commit themselves to a life 
of holiness through the practice of the Six 
Pillars of the association
Prayer, Word of God, Sacraments, Fellowship, 
Evangelisation and Option for the poor

JYS: IV. 12 a-f

IV. Spirituality 



IV. Membership



IV. Membership

There are 3 categories of membership in Jesus 
Youth:

Regular Member
Associate Member
Honorary Member

JYS: V. 13-17



VIII. Organizational 
Structure



VIII. Organizational Structure

Jesus Youth in a geographical area come together 
for fellowship and personal growth in prayer 
meetings and cell groups. Regular members gather 
on a regular basis as Jesus Youth Households

a)Prayer Meetings
b)Cell Groups
c)Jesus Youth Households

JYS: VIII. 30-35



VIII. Organizational Structure

Zonal Council
Regional Council
National Council

Chaplain
Animator

JYS: VIII. 30-35



IX. Governance of the 
Association



IX. Governance of the 
Association

The organs of governance of the association are 
personal and collegial. 

The personal ones are Coordinator, Assistant 
Coordinator and Finance Coordinator. The collegial 
ones are the councils and Assemblies.

At each level the association is governed by the 
council elected by the respective assembly. 

All the regular members are the members of the 
lowest assembly.

JYS: IX. 36



IX. Governance of the 
Association

Assemblies and Councils 
International Assembly elects the International 

Council

National Assembly elects the National Council. 

Regional Assembly elects the Regional Council.

Zonal Assembly elects the Zonal Council.

The Council is composed of:
Coordinator

Asst. Coordinator

Other elected members

Chaplain

Animator(s)

Coordinators of FBT, Family and Youth Team JYS: IX. 36-68



XIII. Amendment of 
Statutes



IX. Amendment of Statutes

The international Assembly will be the competent 
authority to make amendments to the Statutes. The 
International Council will present the amendments 
of the statutes to International Assembly.

The Statutes shall be amended with two-thirds 
majority and come into effect on approval by the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity.

JYS: XIII. 78-79
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